
   
 

 1  
 



   
 

 2  
 

Hannah Dykes 

Ian Muirhead 

Ilinca-Valentina Stoica 

�,�O�L�Q 



   







   
 

 6  
 

▪ Hydrogen: Deploying water electrolysers and hydrogen storage to 

replace diesel usage. 

▪ High-Temperature Heat Pumps: Exploring the use of heat pumps for 

distillation processes. 

▪ Biofuels:  

¶ If there is an anaerobic digestion plant available, products like 
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when they realise the person sitting across from them really understands how 

energy is leaving their building and how they can improve their home. And 

secondly, homeowners trust them because they are not there trying to sell 

something. They are there to make sure the right measures are put into the 

home and to meet the objectives of the homeowner and ultimately get to zero 

emissions. 

o This is great for the people who can afford to pay for this service, but we need 

to help the people who can't afford it. And so three years ago, Matthew 

started the retrofit cooperative “the NE Scotland Retrofit Hub”, and quickly 

attracted a board of directors from community leaders in the local area�䐀t
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o A representative from the Ground Source Heat Pump Association supported proposals 

for retrofit implementation at scale. He suggested one option would be to explore the 

potential to replace the current home energy report with a high standard medium-term 

retrofit plan. Another alternative suggested would be to insist that all/a high proportion of 

heat pumps used in the UK are built in the UK (for example, it is required that 70% of 

heat pumps used in France are made in France).  

o Finlay Carson MSP opened a discussion about the broader question of rural areas 
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which is an important source of emissions? In some way we need to capture more from 

big corporations for local communities and find ways of distributing that money locally to 

support more money flowing around local economies.  

o Catriona Mallows argued that as this topic is so huge, there is a need for a further 

conversation on this. One suggestion she had was for the policy cycle to take on the 

rural before the urban. That would completely change the way we’re making policy. We 

would first ask how are we going to make this work in an island, and then we then 

translate it into the south side of Glasgow, for example. 

o Robert Price noted that specifically with regard to Raasay, there is a great community 

spirit, and the distillery has brought lots of benefits for the island in terms of employment 

for local people (including young people) who now no longer need to leave to find jobs. 

o He also noted that in Raasay there is a weak electrical grid, and the distillery requires a 

generator. In relation to the earlier point about local benefits from renewable energy 

developments, in Raasay, a community hydroscheme has been built. The electricity from 

this can be exported which then provides money for a community benefit fund. So it's 

obviously decarbonising the island as much as possible and it's giving money back. The 

problem is that there's an export limit of 50 kilowatts when the hydroscheme can very 

easily make 150 kilowatts. So grid investment is needed to enable this contribution to be 

fulfilled. He also suggested that the potential for local energy grids could be explored to 

that ‘excess’ heat/energy from distilleries could be used to heat local homes.  

o Mathew Clubb noted the work of volunteers in his local community to deliver government 

agendas but in his view there is a disconnect. For example, local place plans are in 

theory something that communities can do themselves, but they feel like a burden at 

local level, as a thing that a community has to do. He argued tha



   
 


