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4. Details of the impact  

Impact on policy: EU and Australian animal welfare assessment protocols  
Australia 
In 2019, the Australian Standards for the Export of Livestock incorporated QBA into its animal 
health and welfare assessment protocol [5.1]. This protocol is now mandatory to apply during 
sea voyages of sheep and cattle taking longer than 10 days. Furthermore, Meat and Livestock 
Australia (MLA) and the Australian Lot Feeders Association commissioned an adjusted 
version of this protocol, again including QBA, for welfare monitoring in feedlot cattle [5.2a]. A 
MLA report in 2018 specifically highlighted that performing QBA “provides a useful 
measurement of an animal’s wellbeing, capturing how it reacts to its environment at a specific 
time point´�>���E@� 
 
Europe 
4%$�ZDV�LQFOXGHG�LQ�WKH�(8¶V�:HOIDUH�4XDOLW\��:4��ZHOIDUH�DVVHVVPHQW�SURWRFROV�IRU�SLJV��
cattle and poultry in 2009 (before the REF2021 census period) and in the Animal Welfare 
Indicators (AWIN) protocols 
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A QBA descriptor list for captive elephants was developed and validated by researchers at 
the University of Nottingham [5.8a]. This list is now included in the elephant welfare 
DVVHVVPHQW�SURWRFRO�ZLWKLQ�'HIUD¶V�³6HFUHWDU\�RI�6WDWH¶V�6WDQGDUGV�RI�0RGHUQ�=RR�3UDFWLFH�
����´��DQG�PHDQV�WKDW�DOO����8.�]RR�SDUNV�KROGLQJ�HOHSKDQWV�Dre legally mandated to apply 
this protocol quarterly [5.8b, c]. Between 2015 and 2019, a total of 475 records were submitted 
for 65 elephants [5.8d]. Researchers at the University of Nottingham report that the 
assessments have resulted in notable improvements in elephant management, such as 
enrichment, larger outdoor enclosures, increased access to other elephants, and 
consequently improved behavioural scores through more affiliative behaviour, reduction in 
stereotyped behaviours which indicate stress, and more lying rest, which indicates a relaxed 
state [5.8d]. 

https://web.archive.org/web/20210114171012/http:/www.welfarequality.net/en-us/about-us/
https://uoe.sharepoint.com/sites/CMVMimpact/Shared%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FCMVMimpact%2FShared%20Documents%2FUoA6%20Evidence%20in%20ICS%2FEvidence%20in%20ICS%5FQBA%2F5%2E8%2E%20b%20WQNews%20April%202018%20Final%20%28002%29%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FCMVMimpact%2FShared%20Documents%2FUoA6%20Evidence%20in%20ICS%2FEvidence%20in%20ICS%5FQBA
https://uoe.sharepoint.com/sites/CMVMimpact/Shared%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FCMVMimpact%2FShared%20Documents%2FUoA6%20Evidence%20in%20ICS%2FEvidence%20in%20ICS%5FQBA%2F5%2E8%2E%20b%20WQNews%20April%202018%20Final%20%28002%29%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FCMVMimpact%2FShared%20Documents%2FUoA6%20Evidence%20in%20ICS%2FEvidence%20in%20ICS%5FQBA
https://uoe.sharepoint.com/sites/CMVMimpact/Shared%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FCMVMimpact%2FShared%20Documents%2FUoA6%20Evidence%20in%20ICS%2FEvidence%20in%20ICS%5FQBA%2F5%2E13%2E%20Dr%20Burden%20%2D%20Donkey%20sanctuary%20data%20%2B%20quote%2Etxt&parent=%2Fsites%2FCMVMimpact%2FShared%20Documents%2FUoA6%20Evidence%20in%20ICS%2FEvidence%20in%20ICS%5FQBA
https://uoe.sharepoint.com/sites/CMVMimpact/Shared%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FCMVMimpact%2FShared%20Documents%2FUoA6%20Evidence%20in%20ICS%2FEvidence%20in%20ICS%5FQBA%2F5%2E7b%2E%20Email%20from%20TDS%20research%20director%20re%20practical%20use%20of%20QBA%2Emsg&parent=%2Fsites%2FCMVMimpact%2FShared%20Documents%2FUoA6%20Evidence%20in%20ICS%2FEvidence%20in%20ICS%5FQBA
https://uoe.sharepoint.com/sites/CMVMimpact/Shared%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FCMVMimpact%2FShared%20Documents%2FUoA6%20Evidence%20in%20ICS%2FEvidence%20in%20ICS%5FQBA%2F5%2E7b%2E%20Email%20from%20TDS%20research%20director%20re%20practical%20use%20of%20QBA%2Emsg&parent=%2Fsites%2FCMVMimpact%2FShared%20Documents%2FUoA6%20Evidence%20in%20ICS%2FEvidence%20in%20ICS%5FQBA
https://web.archive.org/web/20200313151450/https:/www.applied-ethology.org/Creativity_Award.html

