
Piglet Survival
Fact Sheet 2. 
Reducing live-born mortality
The Challenge
Piglet mortality continues to be a major economic and 
welfare concern, with 16-20% of the litter dying between 
birth and weaning. Live-born deaths account for ~12% of 
this total mortality, with chilling, starvation and crushing by 
the sow the main ultimate causes. Improving survival from 
birth to weaning requires coordinated genetic, nutritional, 
management and stockperson interventions.    

Pre-disposing risk factors of live-born mortality

Pre-disposing risk factors of live-born death. Adapted from Edwards & Baxter 
2015 in “The gestating and lactating sow” (Wageningen University Press)
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