
How to assess soil structure
Step one: Surface assessment
Look at the quality of the sward to identify potentially 
damaged areas that require further assessment. Where 
the sward is moderate or poor, this may indicate that 
further investigation of the soil quality is required.

Step two: Soil extraction
●● �Dig out one spade-sized block of soil (depth approx. 



Score 1 – Crumbly (aggregates readily crumble with fingers)

http://www.sruc.ac.uk/vess
http://ahdb.org.uk

