
Home Grown Feed for Dairy Cows

Is it possible to grow all 
feed requirements for the 
dairy cow on farm?

The Challenge
Dairy herd feeding systems lie along a 
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Feed costs were estimated at between 5.7 and 
8.7ppl during the summer months respectively for 
select and control lines*
Feed costs were between 10.2 and 9.6ppl 
respectively during the winter months.
* ‘select’ genetic lines are females of top 5% genetic merit, 
based on milk solids; ‘control’ genetic lines are females of 
average genetic merit.   

The Impact
The SRUC system is not intended as a blueprint 
but to provide producers and policy makers with 
data on alternatives (wider options) to consider for 
integration into existing systems.  
ALSO, SEE RESEARCH SUMMARY SHEET FOR 
DAIRY SYSTEM FEEDING BY-PRODUCTS.
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Further Information
Dairy cow nutrition is central to 
profitable production.  If you would like 
more information on dairy cow nutrition 
and management contact your local 
consultant or SAC Dairy Specialist at  
dairy@sac.co.uk


